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Never to Forget 
 
Thursday 1 July 2021 
Christ Church Spitalfields 

 
Howard Goodall Never to Forget 
 
Never to Forget was commissioned by the London Symphony Chorus as a musical memorial to the many UK 
health and care workers who died caring for others during the 2020/21 COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The use of their names was treated sensitively, and bereaved families were contacted, whenever possible, 
through their employing NHS trusts and care homes. We also consulted the NHS Confederation and NHS 
Employers, the NHS England People Directorate, the Royal College of Nursing, and the British Medical 
Association, and are grateful for their advice, support and help. 
 
The 8-minute version was first performed online by the London Symphony Chorus, members of the London 
Symphony Orchestra, Howard Goodall CBE and Simon Halsey CBE on 5 July 2020. 
 
This concert marks the first performance of the final 15-minute version.  
 
 
Composer’s note 
 
I have asked myself many times during the pandemic and its associated lockdowns what it is we composers 
offer the communities we serve that can be useful at a time of social trauma and distress. Musicians as a 
whole have been extraordinarily proactive in responding to people’s isolation with virtual choirs, bands, 
tutorial resources, free performances, intimate streamed sessions from home, and much else besides, on 
the internet. Singers and players have been not twiddling their thumbs in the most imaginative and 
resourceful ways. For a composer, the task is a more reflective, internal one. What can we do that adds to 
the huge sum of music already out there? 
 
One answer to this is music’s relationship with memory. Hearing, unexpectedly, a song from one’s youth 
randomly playing on a nearby radio can instantly, magically return one to a place, a moment, a feeling, a 
person, an atmosphere, as if the distance between now and then simply falls away. Even things we thought 
we had forgotten miraculously reappear, clear as day, as a fragment of familiar, distant melody punctures 
our current hurly-burly. There’s a neurological reason for this, since the bit of our brain that handles 
memory and the bit that decodes music are nestled alongside each other. 
 
The way music transports us backwards in time is different from, say, painting or photography. When we 
see a faded photograph of ourselves on a beach, aged 7, of course it summons the moment: but the photo 
is always that day – captured, frozen, locked down forever. When we hear a song that was what we danced 
to, aged 13, when we had our first kiss, the song is replayed, now, in real time, all over again. Yes, it’s a 
recording, suspended in vinyl, or laser imprint, but the song is performed again, as if live, in forward 
motion. What’s more, if the music is played by a living musician to us, in the room, it is reborn again from 
scratch, as new. It doesn’t matter if the music was first written in 1710, 1810, 1910 or 2010. It is happening 
in our real-time present, vividly alive, and we are experiencing those feelings – and newer ones, overlaid – 
all at once. Music can evoke and preserve remembrance like no other form. Dido’s lament, from Henry 
Purcell’s 1688 opera Dido and Aeneas, soars to its tragic climax with the words, ‘Remember me, remember 
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me, but ah, forget my fate…’ and because it is set to music of heart-breaking beauty, she is indeed 
remembered, as requested, 333 years later, and counting. 
 
So when Simon Halsey, conductor of the London Symphony Chorus, wrote to me asking if there was 
something I could write for his exceptional choir that might provide them with a vocal response to the 
crisis, I asked if the LSC would consider a piece the aim of which would be to memorialise the health 
workers who had lost their lives whilst saving those of others, during the pandemic. We would create an 
online, virtual version, for now, and then the work would expand to include the names of all the health and 
care workers who had died in the Covid-19 pandemic. I described it to Simon and the chorus ’chair, Owen 
Hanmer, as an organic, living memorial version of the Menin Gate or the Thiepval Memorial on the Somme, 
where the names of thousands of fallen soldiers of the 1914-18 war are etched into their stone walls. Yet 
unlike a stone memorial, whose striking solemnity is unchanging, the choral work I have composed, Never 
to Forget, is designed to live on in performance after performance, an act of remembrance that looks 
backwards with respect, love and gratitude but that flows onwards, always evolving, in real time, in the 
present tense, indefinitely. 
 
The names of those that have died are sung one after another, separately. The rhythmic shape of the 
melody line is entirely dictated by those names. We researched as conscientiously as we could correct 
pronunciations, without disturbing the families concerned at a time of deep private grief. We, as makers of 
music, offer to the friends, colleagues and families of the deceased something, we hope, from our hearts to 
theirs, to all those mourning health workers who have died since the pandemic began. I can think of no 
commission I have undertaken that had a more poignant, worthwhile reason to exist, to be added to the 
great sum of music already written, than Never to Forget, which will forever belong to the people whose 
sacrifice it honours. 
 
Howard Goodall CBE, June 2021 
 
 
 
These UK health and care workers died caring for others during the Covid-19 pandemic, and are named in 
this memorial work. 
 
Abdel Wahab Babiker | Abdorreza Sedghi | Abdul Gellaledin | Abdul Mabud Chowdhury | Abdul-Razaq 
Abdullah | Ade Dickson | Ade Raymond | Adekunle Enitan | Adela Baldwin White | Adil El Tayar | Afua 
Fofie | Afzal Ansari | Aimee O’Rourke | Alan Macalalad | Alanzo Smith | Alfa Saadu | Alice Kit Tak Ong | 
Alice Sarupinda | Amanda Forde | Amanda Scott | Amarante Dias | Ameta Rooplal | Amged El-Hawrani | 
Amor Padilla Gatinao | Amrik Bamotra | Ana Lisa Sayson | Andrew Ekene Nwankwo | Andrew Treble | 
Andy Collier | Andy Costa | Andy Howe | Andy Stamp | Angie Cunningham | Ann Shepherd | Anthony 
Doherty | Anthony Gershlick | Anton Sebastianpillai | Anujkumar Kuttikkottu Pavithran | Areema Nasreen 
| Augustine Agyei-Mensah | Augustine Obaro | Barbara Moore | Barbara Sage | Barclay Mason | Barry 
England | Becky Regan | Bernard Meriales | Brian Darlington | Brian Mfula | Bridget Palmer | Brigitte 
Anguma Eteli | Carlos Sia | | Carlton Moyston | Carol Jamabo | Castor Pablo Apostol | Catherine Sweeney 
| Cecilia Fashanu | Charles Kwame Tanor | Charlie Goodwin | Cheryl Williams | Chloe Middleton | Chris 
Buckingham | Chris Mortimer | Chrissie Emerson | Christina Baldwin | Craig Goldsney | Craig Wakeham | 
David Wood | Dawn Marshall | Dean McKee | Dominga David | Donal O’Donoghue | Donald Suelto | 
Donna Campbell | Donna Fitzgerald | Edem Dzigbede | Edmond Adedeji | Eileen Landers | Elberto Rico | 
Eleuterio Gibela | Elma Cavalida | Elsie Sazuze | Elvira Bucu | Emilita Hurboda | Emily Perugia | Emma 
Vianzon | Eric Labeja-Acellam | Erwin Spannagl | Esther Akinsanya | Estrella Catalan | Evelyn Nicolas | 
Eyitolami Olaolorun | Fayez Ayache | Felicity Siyachitema | Fiona Anderson | Fiona Johnstone | Furqan Ali 
Siddiqui | Fyngs Mullings | Gaily Catalla | Gamal Osman | Gareth Roberts | George Nii Ajedu Aryiku | 
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Gerallt Davies | Gilbert Barnedo | Gill Oakes | Gladys Mujajati | Gladys Nyemba | Glen Corbin | Gordon 
Ballard | Grace Kungwengwe | Graham Thorne | Grant Maganga | Habib Zaidi | Habibhai Babu | Hafiz Jalal 
| Hamza Pacheeri | Hannah Jackson | Helen Mills | Herminio Meng Abalos | Ian Reynolds | Ibilola  Mary 
Aladejana | Jane Mary Jongwe | Jane Murphy | Janet Livingston | Janice Glassey | Janice Graham | Jayesh 
Patel | Jenelyn Carter | Jennie Sablayan | Jermaine Wright | Jitendra Rathod | Joan Grimshaw | Joanna 
Klenczon | Joey Neyra | Johanna Daniels | John Alagos | John Doyle | Jodon Gait | Joselito Habab | 
Josephine Matseke Peter  | Josiane Zauma Ebonja Ekoli | Julianne Cadby | Julie Brendah Masinja Edward | 
Julie Omar | Julie Penfold | Juliet Alder | Julius Sana | Jun Terre | June Anderson | Justina Faltado | Kalli 
Mantala-Bozos | Kamlesh Kumar Masson | Karamat Ullah Mirza | Karen Hutton | Katy and Emma Davis | 
Keith Dunnington | Ken Lambatan | Kevin Smith | Khalid Jamil | Khulisani Nkala | Kirsty Jones | Kofi Aning | 
Krishan Arora | Krishnan Subramanian | Lalaine Lopez Pesario | Larni Zuniga | Leilani Dayrit | Leilani Medel 
| Lillian Sandie Mudzivare | Linda Clarke | Linda Hall | Linda Obiageli Udeagbala | Linda Parkinson | 
Linnette Cruz | Liz Glanister | Liz Shale | Liz Spooner | Lourdes Campbell | Lynsay Coventry | Mahadaye 
Jagroop | Malcolm Bonney | Malinda Dissanayake | Mamoona Rana | Mandy Siddorn | Manel Jayasuriya | 
Manjeet Singh Riyat | Margaret Tapley | Margaret Waine | Maria Victoria Prado | Mark Lowe | Mark 
Piggott | Mark Simons | Mark Stanley | Mark Woolcock | Mary Agyeiwaa  Agyapong | Maureen Ellington | 
Medhat Atalla | Melujean Ballesteros | Michael Allieu | Mick Gallagher | Miharajiya Mohideen | Mike 
Brown | Mohinder Singh Dhatt | Momudou Dibba | Muhanad Nowar Eltayib | Naggayi Grace Angella | 
Nasir Khan | Nassar Hussain | Neil Ruch | Nick Joseph | Norman Austria | Olabode Francis Ajanlekoko | 
Onyenachi Obasi | Oronsaye Okhomina | Oscar King | Patricia Crowhurst | Patrick Kamau Ngigi | Patrick 
McManus | Paul Gaythwaite | Paul Kabasele | Paul Matawele | Paul Nutt | Peter Gough | Peter Hart | 
Peter Tun | Phil Rennie | Philomina Cherian | Pooja Sharma | Poornima Nair | Prem Lal | Rachel Makombe 
Chikanda | Rachel Trott | Rahima Bibi Sidhanee | Rajesh Kalraiya | Ray Lever | Rebecca Mack | Remigio 
Cabansag | Resy Manalo | Ricardo Bonsato | Richard Musa Nabieu | Richzeal Albufera | Ricky Perico | Rizal 
Manalo | Rob Healey | Robert Black | Ruben Muñoz Junior | Rudresh Pathak | Saad Al-Dubaisi | Sadeq 
Elhowsh | Safaa Alam | Salih Hasan | Sami Shousha | Samsan Maja | Sara Trollope | Sebi Devassy | Sharad 
Bhatt | Sharon Bamford | Simon Guest | Sonja Kaygan | Sophie Fagan | Steven Pearson | Sue Cairns | 
Suzanne Loverseed | Syed Zeeshan Haider | Sylvia Tideswell | Tariq Shafi | Terry Boston-Marsh | Thaung 
Htaik | Thomas Harvey | Tonderai Dzingai | Tony Chadbourne | Tony Kabia | Tony Reuben Eriamiatoe | 
Van Lang Hoang | Victor Dinoo | Vince Lawlor | Vishna Rasiah | Vivek Sharma | Vivian Chikwan Ng | 
Wilbald Tesha | William Brodie | Wilma Banaag | Yusuf Patel | Yvonne Taggart 
 
 
 
 
 

Errollyn Wallen  After Winter 
 
Composer’s note 

 
Songs figure quite largely in my compositional output. I have written over a hundred songs setting my own 
texts, many for myself to perform, as well as setting the words of other poets. Other text-based works 
include cantatas, oratorios and, to date, 21 operas. 
 
I was therefore delighted when Matt Peacock, then artistic director of Streetwise Opera, asked if I’d like to 
be involved in a project conceived by Christopher Glynn, to be performed by Christopher Glynn, Roderick 
Williams and the Middlesbrough group of Streetwise Opera. Chris’s brilliant idea was to weave new choral 
songs between selected songs of Schubert’s song cycle Winterreise. 
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Whilst the lone traveller in the Schubert sings of loss and despair, the choir open their arms to him in 
welcome and sing of hope, new beginnings and joy. Though the words are written by me, they are a direct 
result of an unforgettable day spent with the Middlesbrough participants, listening to their ideas and 
devising scenarios. I am also grateful to Hazel Gould who provided additional 
text after working with the Middlesborough group. 
 
I composed six new songs which are scored for solo baritone, choir, piano and string quartet. They are: 
 
1.Stranger 
2.You’ll Find Your Peace 
3.We Have Come to You 
4.Solace and Consolation 
5.I Will Sit With You in Silence 
6. We All Came here as Strangers 
 
The premiere performances of the staged work, scheduled for 2020 in Middlesbrough and Ryedale Festival, 
had to be cancelled. 
 
I am deeply grateful to Sarah Gee, Simon Halsey, the London Symphony Chorus and all at Spitalfields Music 
for presenting the world premiere of After Winter in 2021 for the opening concert of Spitalfields Music 
Festival. 
 
Errollyn Wallen CBE, June 2021 
 
 
Texts for After Winter 
 
1. Stranger 
 
We came here as strangers 
Some left their homes behind 
No footsteps went before them 
You’re not alone 
 
Lonely town, lonely town 
Hold your breath in this lonely town 
But the kindness of strangers is a home for you, 
a hearth for you 
 
We all came as strangers 
We have shed your tears as strangers 
All we brought were memories and hope 
 
That feeling when you walk into a room 
There’s no one there who knows you 
You’re not alone 
 
Lonely town, lonely town 
Not a soul in this lonely town 
But the call of the seabirds is a call for you, 
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a song for you 
 
We all came as strangers 
We have shed your tears as strangers 
All we brought were memories and hope 
Won’t you come in? 
Won’t you come in? 
Won’t you come? 
 
When everything was darkness 
Where did my footsteps go? 
I was lost in a snow of torment 
 
Then you came in, 
Then you came in 
Welcome, 
Well, won’t you smile?! 

 
 
2. You’ll Find Your Peace 
 
You’ll find your peace, your strength in me 
Like the tree, my roots wind deep 
Here is a table, a boat sailing on the ocean 
Made here from the tree; 
that tree is me. 
 
I’ll be your light, we’ll find the way 
Take my hand, don’t be afraid 
Look to the sunrise, 
there’s hope hiding on the horizon 
Wait here in my nest, 
Take shelter in me. 
 
Comforting words to dress your wounds, 
And a fire to keep you warm, 
You can plant new roots, 
the earth is ready to hold you 
Your new family, 
I offer you me. 
 
And leaves will fall like spirits do, 
The winter of the heart makes branches bare, 
But fallen leaves will feed you too, 
We’ve all been heartbroken, 
We’ve been there. 
 
And frost will melt like sadness does, 
The springtime of the heart makes blossoms grow, 
But we are warmed only by love, 
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You must raise your eyes up, 
from the ice and snow. 

 
 
3. We Have Come to You 
 
We have come to you, have come to you! 
one time, two times, three times, four times 
We keep trying! We keep on trying! 
Do you think you are the only one? 
 
We have sung to you, have sung to you! 
one time, two times, three times, four times 
You keep crying! You keep crying! 
Don’t you know we’ve all been hurt before? 
 
If you do not see us… 
Can’t you see us shout? 
Your back is a brick wall, 
You have locked us out. 
 
But we cannot leave, 
We cannot let you fall, 
If one of us is lost, 
Then so are we all. 
 
If you do not see us… 
Can’t you hear us at all? 
Your heart has turned to stone 
You have locked us out, 
You’ve shut us out. 

 
 
4. Solace and Consolation 
 
Two blue triangles 
A cradle across a river 
Memories and music, 
Memories and friends 
 
A safe warm bed of comfort 
A place to rest your head 
A place of fire and shelter from the storm 
 
A phone call, have a natter, 
Family always there 
 
Memories and music 
Memories and friends 
 



 
 

 7 

Whistling coffee, yeasty doughy bread 
Onion perfumes linger on, 
Smoky bitter soft 
 
A safe warm bed of comfort 
A place to rest your head 
A place of fire and shelter from the storm 
 
Hear the wind and rain 
It cannot hurt me 
Hear the wind and rain 
My home protects me 
 
Memories and music, 
Memories and dear friends 

 
 
5. I Will Sit With You in Silence 
 
I will sit with you in silence. 
I will sit my human heart next to yours 
And listen in this quiet to 
the music you make 
 
Come and join with us in chorus 
Come and walk with us in chorus on this path, 
Come on and sing to new beginnings, 
The ending must become the start 
 
We will stay with you in silence 
We will offer our human grace without words 
And listen in this moment  
to the music you share 
 
Come and stand right in the centre 
Come and take your place where you belong, 
Come and feel the strength of us together, 
Hope is guiding us along 

 
 
6. We All Came Here as Strangers 
 
We all came here as strangers 
But now we leave as friends 
 
We came here never knowing 
If this would be the end 
 
We carry all our stories 
And hope in our hearts 
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We carry all our stories 
We carry all our stories 
 
We carry all our stories 
We’re living out our stories 
 
We have sailed on the ocean 
We endured the storms 
 
And we prayed without knowing 
But now we make our fate 
 
All those days never knowing 
If they would ever end 
 
None of us has failed to suffer 
But there’s hope in our hearts 
 
Now tell me all your stories 
We’ll tell you all our stories 
 
A universe of stories 
A table full of stories 
 
Together, together 
We all came here as strangers 
 
Together, together 
There is hope within our hearts. 

 
 
Copyright 2020 Errollyn Wallen 
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Biographies 
 
London Symphony Chorus 
 
President     Sir Simon Rattle OM CBE 
Vice President    Michael Tilson Thomas 
Patrons     Simon Russell Beale CBE 
     Howard Goodall CBE 
 
Chorus Director    Simon Halsey CBE 
Associate Directors   Nia Llewelyn Jones, Lucy Hollins, David Lawrence 
Chorus Accompanist   Benjamin Frost 
 
Chairman    Owen Hanmer 
LSO Choral Projects Manager  Sumita Menon 
Vocal coaches Norbert Meyn, Anita Morrison,  

Rebecca Outram, Robert Rice 
 
The London Symphony Chorus was formed in 1966 to complement the work of the London Symphony 
Orchestra and is renowned internationally for its concerts and recordings with the orchestra. Their 
important partnership was strengthened in 2012 with the appointment of Simon Halsey as joint Chorus 
Director of the LSC and Choral Director for the LSO, and the chorus now plays a major role in furthering the 
vision of LSO Sing, which also encompasses the LSO Community Choir, LSO Discovery Choirs for young 
people and Singing Days at LSO St Luke’s. 
 
The LSC has worked with many leading international conductors and other major orchestras, including the 
Berlin Philharmonic, Vienna Philharmonic, Leipzig Gewandhaus, Los Angeles Philarmonic, New York 
Philharmonic, the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain and the European Union Youth Orchestra. it 
has also toured extensively throughout Europe and has visited North America, Israel, Australia and South 
East Asia. 
 
The partnership between the LSC and LSO, particularly under Richard Hickox in the 1980’s and 1990’s, and 
later with Sir Colin Davis, led to its large catalogue of recordings which have won nine awards, including five 
Grammys. Gramophone included the recordings of Berlioz’s Le Damnation de Faust and Romeo et Juliette 
on LSO Live with Sir Colin as two of the top 10 Berlioz recordings.  Recent LSO Live recordings with the 
chorus include Bernstein’s Wonderful Town, Berlioz’s Le Damnation de Faust, and Beethoven’s Christ on the 
Mount of Olives, all with Sir Simon Rattle. 
 
Highlights of the 2019/20 season included Janacek Glagolitic Mass with Kazushi Ono, Berlioz Romeo et 
Juliette with Michael Tilson Thomas, and a major European tour of Beethoven in early 2020 including Christ 
on the Mount of Olives with Sir Simon Rattle, before seven concerts were then cancelled because of Covid.  
In 2020-21, during the Covid pandemic, the chorus has been rehearsing online, and has managed to 
perform together three times when restrictions allowed: in Guildhall Yard in September as part of LSO 
Local; at St Luke’s as part of the LSO’s Xmas concert online, and in Spitalfields Market in December. Our 
performances at the Spitalfields Festival of Howard Goodall’s Never to Forget, and Errollyn Wallen’s After 
Winter are our first live public performances since lockdown.  
 
The chorus is an independent charity run by its members. It is committed to excellence, to the 
development of its members, to diversity and engaging in the musical life of London, to commissioning and 
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performing new works, and to supporting the musicians of tomorrow. For further information please visit 
lsc.org.uk. 
 
Sopranos 
Kitty Benzecry 
Anna Byrne-Smith 
Carol Capper 
Alana Clark 
Katharine Elliot 
Joanna Gueritz 
Emily Hoffnung 
Binu Jacob 
Alice Jones 
Luca Kocsmarsky 
Jasmine Krishnamurthy-Spencer 
Caddy Kroll 
Katy Lane 
Jane Morley 
Emily Norton 
Gill O'Neill 
Maggie Owen 
Carole Radford 
Carole Radford 
Liz Reeve 
Giulia Steidl 
Lizzie Webb 
Olivia Wilkinson 
Rachel Wilson 
 
Altos 
Gina Broderick 
Jo Buchan 
Sheila Cobourne 
Maggie Donnelly 
Lynn Eaton 
Linda Evans 
Amanda Freshhwater 
Tina Gibbs 
Joanna Gill 
Edda Hendry 
Catherine Hulme 
Jill Jones 
Gilly Lawson 
Anne Loveluck 
Jane Muir 
Natalia Riley 
Lis Smith 
Rafaela Tripalo 
Kathryn Wells 
 

http://lsc.org.uk/
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Tenors 
Paul Allatt 
Paul Beecham 
Oliver Burrows 
Colin Dunn 
Matthew Fernando 
Andrew Fuller 
John Marks 
Alastair Mathews 
Tom Ollendorff 
Peter Sedgwick 
Richard Street 
James Warbis 
Robert Ward  
Paul Williams Burton 
 
Basses 
Simon Backhouse 
Roger Blitz 
Gavin Buchan 
Steve Chevis 
Matthew Clarke 
Thomas Fea 
Ian Fletcher 
Owen Hanmer 
Elan Higueras Calvo 
Peter Kellett 
George Marshall 
Martin Nosek 
Jesus Sanchez Sanzo 
Rod Stevens 
Gregory Storkan 
Jez Wareing 
 
 
 

City of London Sinfonia 
 
City of London Sinfonia (CLS) is rooted in the belief that music and creativity are for anyone and everyone. 
It puts responsive, in-the-moment music-making with individuals and groups and musician development at 
the forefront of all its activities, engaging audiences as co-creators in shared, meaningful music 
experiences. 
 
CLS is leading the way in creative, collaborative practice in health and social care through its participation 
programme, which is the driver of everything the Orchestra does. In the 2020 Royal Philharmonic Society 
(RPS) Awards, City of London Sinfonia was awarded the Impact Award for its Sound Young Minds project, 
which provides opportunities to young people in psychiatric hospitals to work with each other and to 
express themselves. Other core projects include Room to Room Music with residents in care homes, Music 
for Children in London hospitals, and social prescribing with the new Tessa Jowell Health Centre. Its 
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Comfortable Classical series of relaxed concerts, which was adapted for online during 2020, invites anyone 
and everyone to interact with CLS musicians and experience orchestral music. 
 
The Orchestra’s innovative artistic programmes – curated by Alexandra Wood (Leader and Creative 
Director) and guest artists – spark adventure, intrigue and enjoyment with concepts often relating to 
science, nature, history, or philosophy. Recent themes include Bach and the Cosmos (2018), exploring J.S. 
Bach and his love for mathematics; Absolute Bird (2019), featuring medieval to contemporary music 
influenced by birdsong; Storytelling (2019), a Faber & Faber collaboration of spoken word and music; and 
Worlds Colliding (2020), unblurring the lines between classical and popular culture. Its upcoming 50th 
Season will celebrate the natural environment with a new commission by Cheryl FrancesHoad and a deep 
listening project with Roderick Williams OBE. 
 
The last decade has seen CLS establish its ‘seriously informal ’performance style, reaching new and diverse 
audiences by presenting live music in modern, exciting, and thought-provoking ways in its concert series, 
often in open-spaced venues such as East London clubs, university halls and cathedrals. This approach led 
to the Orchestra being runner-up in the Ensemble category in the 2020 RPS Awards. 
 
City of London Sinfonia gives over 75 performances each year, performing regularly at the Albany 
(Deptford), Canada Water Theatre, Southbank Centre’s Queen Elizabeth Hall, Southwark Cathedral, and St 
Paul’s Cathedral. It is also proud to be Resident Orchestra at Opera Holland Park, since 2004. Tours in 
recent years have included Japan, Ireland, and cathedrals around the UK. Recordings include King of Ghosts 
with sarodist Soumik Datta (Globe Music, 2017) and Stuart Hancock’s We’re Going on a Bear Hunt (Sony 
Classical, 2017). 

 
 
Christopher Glynn 
 
Chris is a Grammy award-winning pianist and accompanist, praised for his ‘breathtaking sensitivity ’

(Gramophone), ‘irrepressible energy, wit and finesse ’(The Guardian), ‘perfect fusion of voice and piano ’

(BBC Music Magazine) and as ‘an inspired programmer ’(The Times). He is also Artistic Director of the 
Ryedale Festival, programming around sixty events each year in beautiful and historic venues across North 
Yorkshire. 
 
Chris grew up in Leicester and read music at New College, Oxford, before studying piano with John Streets 
in France and Malcolm Martineau at the Royal Academy of Music, where he now teaches. His many awards 
include the accompaniment prize in the 2001 Kathleen Ferrier competition, the 2003 Gerald Moore Award 
and the 2002 Geoffrey Parsons Award. A regular artist at Wigmore Hall, Chris has also appeared in major 
concert venues and festivals throughout the world, including at the BBC Proms, Carnegie Hall, Edinburgh, 
Aldeburgh, Cheltenham, Oxford Lieder and Leeds Lieder Festivals, Royal Opera House, Barbican, Southbank 
Centre, Concertgebouw, Vienna Konzerthaus and as far afield as Japan, China, Brazil, Russia and Sri Lanka. 
He has made many CD recordings on labels including Signum, Hyperion, Decca, DG and Coro, and is 
regularly heard on BBC Radio 3. 
 
An interest in bringing classical song to a wider audience recently led Chris to commission Jeremy Sams to 
create new English translations of Schubert’s song cycles. The Fair Maid of the Mill, Winter 
Journey and Swansong have been performed widely and recorded for Signum Records. Chris also enjoys 
working with young musicians and is a Professor at the Royal Academy of Music. He leads masterclasses for 
the Samling Foundation and Britten Pears School and is invited to adjudicate many international 



 
 

 13 

competitions. Away from the piano, Chris is President of Chiltern Arts and a Vice-President of Music in 
Hospitals and Care. 

 
 
Howard Goodall 
 
HOWARD GOODALL is a composer of choral music, stage musicals, film and TV scores (including The Vicar 
of Dibley, Red Dwarf and Mr. Bean). Howard’s settings of Psalm 23 and Love Divine are amongst the most 
performed of all contemporary choral works. Recent major works include Invictus: A Passion, Eternal Light: 
A Requiem and Every Purpose under the Heaven, all published by Faber Music. 

 
 
Simon Halsey 
 
Simon Halsey occupies a unique position in classical music. He is the trusted advisor on choral singing to the 

world’s greatest conductors, orchestras and choruses, and also an inspirational teacher and ambassador for 

choral singing to amateurs of every age, ability and background. Making singing a central part of the world 

class institutions with which he is associated, he has been instrumental in changing the level of symphonic 

singing across Europe. 

 

He holds positions across the UK and Europe as Choral Director of London Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, 

Chorus Director of City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra Chorus, Artistic Director of Orfeó Català Choirs 

and Artistic Adviser of Palau de la Música, Barcelona, Artistic Director of Berliner Philharmoniker Youth 

Choral Programme, Creative Director for Choral Music and Projects of WDR Rundfunkchor, Director of BBC 

Proms Youth Choir, Conductor Laureate of Rundfunkchor Berlin and Professor and Director of Choral 

Activities at University of Birmingham. 

 

He is also a highly respected teacher and academic, nurturing the next generation of choral conductors on 

his post-graduate course in Birmingham and through masterclasses at Princeton, Yale and elsewhere. He 

holds four honorary doctorates from universities in the UK, and in 2011 Schott Music published his book 

and DVD on choral conducting, Chorleitung: Vom Konzept zum Konzert. 

 

Halsey has worked on nearly 80 recording projects, many of which have won major awards, including the 

Gramophone Award, Diapason d’Or, Echo Klassik, and three Grammy Awards with the Rundfunkchor Berlin. 

He was made Commander of the British Empire in 2015, was awarded The Queen’s Medal for Music in 

2014, and received the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany in 2011 in 

recognition of his outstanding contribution to choral music in Germany. 

 

Born in London, Simon Halsey sang in the choirs of New College, Oxford, and of King’s College, Cambridge. 

and studied conducting at the Royal College of Music in London. In 1987, he founded with Graham Vick the 

City of Birmingham Touring Opera. He was Chief Conductor of the Netherlands Radio Choir from 1997 to 

2008 and Principal Conductor of the Northern Sinfonia’s Choral Programme from 2004 to 2012. From 2001-

2015 he led the Rundfunkchor Berlin (of which he is now Conductor Laureate); under his leadership the 

chorus gained a reputation internationally as one of the finest professional choral ensembles. Halsey also 

initiated innovative projects in unconventional venues and interdisciplinary formats. 
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Errollyn Wallen 
 
Errollyn Wallen CBE is a multi‐award‐winning Belize‐born British composer whose output includes 21 
operas and a large catalogue of works which are performed internationally. Her latest opera, the acclaimed 
Dido’s Ghost, premiered recently at the Barbican Centre and will tour to Buxton and Edinburgh 
International Festival this summer. Her most recent orchestral work, a re‐imagining of Parry’s Jerusalem — 
JERUSALEM — our clouded hills for soprano and orchestra was performed at last year’s Last Night of the 
Proms and broadcast around the world from the Royal Albert Hall. 
   
Errollyn Wallen’s albums include ERROLLYN, The Girl in My Alphabet and Meet Me at Harold Moores. These 
have travelled 7.84 million kilometres in space, completing 186 orbits around the Earth on NASA’s STS115 
mission.   
 
Errollyn is a co‐curator of Spitalfields Festival 2020 and 2021 and is currently composing a new opera for 
Chicago Opera Theatre, as well as writing a book (to be published by Faber) on Composition. She is the 
latest recipient of the ISM Distinguished Musician Award, one of 
the highest honours within the music industry, for services to music.   

 
 
Roderick Williams 
 
Roderick Williams is one of this country’s most sought after baritones and is constantly in demand on the 
concert platform and in recital, encompassing a repertoire from the baroque to world premieres. In 2016 
he won the Royal Philharmonic Society’s Singer of the year award. 
 
Opera engagements have included for Royal Opera House Covent Garden Schaunard/La bohème and Ned 
Keene/Peter Grimes; for English National Opera Papageno/Die Zauberflöte, Pollux in Rameau’s Castor and 
Pollux, and Jaufre Rudel in Saariaho’s L’amour de loin, as well as world premieres of From Morning to 
Midnight by David Sawer and A Better Place by Martin Butler. For Opera North his roles have included the 
title role of Don Giovanni, The Count/Le nozze di Figaro, Guglielmo/Cosi fan tutte, Figaro/Il barbiere di 
Siviglia, Ned Keene and Goryanchikov/From the House of the Dead. For Scottish Opera roles have included 
Marcello/La bohème, Lord Byron in the world premiere of Sally Beamish’s Monster and Count/Figaro. Other 
notable world premieres have included Alexander Knaifel’s Alice in Wonderland and Michel van der Aa’s 
After Life for Netherlands Opera, as well as the title role in Robert Saxton’s The Wandering Jew with the 
BBC Symphony, which has been released on NMC to considerable critical acclaim. 
 
Among Roderick Williams ’many performances of opera in concert are recent appearances with the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra in Tippett’s The Knot Garden (Barbican) and Birtwistle’s The Second Mrs Kong (Royal 
Festival Hall) and with the London Symphony Orchestra and Daniel Harding Billy Budd.  He has also sung the 
role of Eddie in Mark-Anthony Turnage’s Greek for the BBC.  He has taken major roles in conductor Richard 
Hickox’s semi-staged performances of opera, including Britten’s Gloriana (Aldeburgh, 2003), Walton’s 
Troilus and Cressida and most of the Vaughan Williams operas.  Other concert performances include Henze, 
Strauss, Stravinsky and Wagner. 
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Roderick Williams has sung concert repertoire with all the BBC orchestras, and many other ensembles 
including the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Deutsches Symphonie-
Orchester Berlin, Russian National Orchestra, Academy of Ancient Music, The Sixteen, Le Concert Spirituel, 
and Bamberg Symphony Orchestra. In 2014 Roderick was the featured soloist at the BBC Last Night of the 
Proms. 
 
He is an accomplished and highly sought after recital artist who can be heard at venues and festivals 
including Wigmore Hall, Kings Place, LSO St Luke’s, the Perth Concert Hall, the Concertgebouw, Oxford 
Lieder Festival, London Song Festival, Howard Assembly Room, the Musikverein, Vienna and on Radio 3, 
where he has participated on Iain Burnside’s Voices programme. Recent recitals include the three Schubert 
cycles at the Wigmore Hall, recitals for the BBC and appearances at the Ludlow Song Festival, Oxford Lieder 
Festival, Three Choirs Festival and at the Bath International Music Festival. 
 
He is also a composer and has had works premiered at the Wigmore and Barbican Halls, the Purcell Room 
and live on national radio. Recent commissions include a major work, World without End, for the Rias 
Kammerchor and BBC Singers as well as a commission to celebrate the centenary of the RAF. He was 
Artistic Director of Leeds Lieder + in April 2016 and he is currently ‘singer-in-residence ’for Music in the 
Round in Sheffield, presenting concerts and leading on dynamic and innovative learning and participation 
projects that introduce amateur singers, young and old, to performing classical song repertoire. He was 
awarded an OBE for services to music in June 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


